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FIWMD Monthly Meeting Minutes 
May 23, 2016 5:15 

@ FI Community Center 
 

Ann Banks, Chair 
Robert Goodwin, Treasurer 
Sarah Malinowski, Secretary 
Gregory Thibodeau 
Tim Patterson 
Ann Banks called the monthly meeting to order at 5:15 pm; Sarah Malinowski was absent. 
Public Comments 
Several community members were present to question and comment on FIWMD’s capital improvement 
project. 

• It was noted that the project cost has been decreased by reducing the size of the mixing building 
• It was asked that a breakdown of costs be prepared to distinguish what parts of the project 

need to be done versus what the commission wants to do; a reply,  this can be done  
• It was remarked that odors could be an issue; odors will not be an issue, the structure(s) are 

designed to eliminate odors, see planning report 
• What is the life span of equipment; using a proper maintenance schedule and proper usage of 

equipment, it is reasonable to expect the lifespan to be 10-15 years 
• What is the cost of maintaining the mixing building: there is little or no expectation of associated 

costs to maintain the building 
• Where is the payback; the object is not to make a profit or a payback, it is to maintain current 

operations in the most fiscally responsible, safe and environmentally friendly manner as 
attainable 

• Fishers Island plays an insignificant role in the environment, what kind of environmental impact 
could this project play; our mission is to do what’s right for the environment 

• One attendee asked to see the regulations the DEC currently has in place and what regulations 
could be coming in the future; this can be supplied (proposed regulations “6 NYCRR part 360”-
New York Codes Rules and Regulations and will be available on FIWMD website 

 https://fishersislandwastemanagement.com/ 
• Do regulations express that our residents are or will be required to compost; there are no 

current regulations for residents. Legislation has passed in several New England States that 
apply to business. Cities and small towns have legislation or proposals in the works.  Many rural 
towns have initiated their own local laws to divert solid was from the waste stream, all in the 
spirit of zero waste 

• What does the future hold for duel vs single streaming glass and plastic- will it be separated or 
will it be crushed and what will the future hold for handling the same; they will be separated to 
start and the infrastructure of the plan is set up in a way that  we can keep up with foreseeable 
regulations 

• There is a growing movement that municipalities share common costs, why can’t FIWMD work 
with Long Island, why can’t we transport our waste to Long Island; the cost alone makes the 
suggestion arguable 

• There is already much traffic on the main road, we don’t want to see more of it; the traffic study 
done in September  addresses this and is on FIWMD website 

• Noise from equipment; it is not anticipated that noise from the equipment will alter  
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• In addition to taxes, will there be a fee associated with disposing solid waste; there has been 
talk about charging a fee per pound or per bag. This type of program supports the theory that 
people will dispose of less waste if they have to pay for it. Municipalities that  have a conscience 
with regard to zero waste use a system referred to as PAYT (pay as you throw) 

The commission thanked the attendees for attending and participating in the discussion. 
 
Open Bids for 22016 HHW Collection  Bids from Action Truck, Environmental Services and MXI were 
reviewed (they are attached). Tim Patterson motioned to accept the bid from MXI, Rob Goodwin 
seconded the motion; the motion carried.  HHW collection will be held Saturday, July 16, 2016. 
Greg Thibodeau motioned to accept the minutes of April 25, 2016 with corrections, Tim Patterson 
seconded; the motion carried. 
Wayne reported that the compost is doing well. He reported that the landfill will be mowed. Rocks have 
been removed from the entrance of the compost station and the area seeded. A section at the transfer 
station has also been seeded. 
The topographic survey done by CME has been completed and distributed to FIWMD’s engineers and 
environmental consultant.  
Financial Reports were reviewed. There has been an issue with statements from Fishers Island Ferry that 
has not been resolved. Greg spoke with one of the FI Ferry Board members with the intent of resolving 
the issue. 
Tim Patterson motioned to transfer sixty thousand dollars from the Morgan Stanley account to the 
Citizens operating account, Rob Goodwin seconded; the motion carried. 
Greg Thibodeau motioned to approve the financials. Tim Patterson seconded; the motion carried. 
Beth reported that she checked in with the DEC with regard to the MWRR Grant that she submitted. 
FIWMD is on a 3-5 year waiting list. 
Correspondence was reviewed: A statement from United Health reported that they have filed a request 
to NY Department of Financial Services to raise rates by 13.8% for the year 2017. The request may be or 
not approved. 
Unfinished Business 
It was decided that the alarm system purchased will be returned. There are no insurance standards for 
an alarm system yet it does not meet NFPA73 standards, the alarm should have a commercial panel. 
Beth reported that she has not yet followed up on the search for an attorney for representation with 
regard to the Improvement Project. 
There was no New Business to discuss. 
The commissioners exited the public meeting to commence an executive session for a employee 
discussions. The public meeting resumed at 6:30 pm. 
Wayne said that that since one employee has resigned; Danielle Murray has been hired as a full-time 
employee on a three-month probationary period. She wants to be trained in all aspects. 
Greg reported that he will perform employee evaluations for Beth and Wayne before the next monthly 
meeting. 
To ratify exchanged emails on May 2-5, 2016; based on information received, Greg Thibodeau 
motioned to grant Annette Tourangeau’s FMLA request, Tim Patterson seconded; the motion carried. 
The meeting adjourned at 6:45 pm. 
Minutes by Beth Stern 


